
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

This month we will celebrate the beautiful feasts of the Transfiguration, the 

Assumption of Mary, and the feast of St. Clare of Assisi as well as the feast day of 

Maximilian Kolbe. In all of these feasts, Christ reveals Himself in special way. On 

Mt. Tabor Peter, James, and John saw the glorified Christ and wanted to build altars 

to Christ on the spot. Mary’s whole life was dedicated to the different 

transformations of her divine Son. St. Clare left her home and against her parents’ 

wishes began her religious life with the friars and then founded one of the most 

respected religious orders for women. St. Maximilian Kolbe encountered Christ in 

such a way that he gave up his life to save a fellow inmate. St. Francis encountered 

Christ in the crucifixion and was totally changed after the meeting. 

All of these scenarios invite us to think to when we last encountered Christ in a 

special way and how we felt after that encounter. Most of us would definitely list a 

feeling of peace and joy after this meeting and can identify with the apostles who 

wanted to stay on Mt. Tabor with Christ forever. Yet do we realize how many times 

each day we do encounter Him! Our daily routines demand our total attention so 

much that we miss Christ speaking to us in the quiet of our hearts. St. Francis knew 

this and would go off by himself to pray and listen. He realized he needed to re-

connect himself with the closeness of God and to feel the peace and joy that comes 

only from an encounter with Him. 

 We too need to make time each day to quiet ourselves and listen to Christ dialoging 

softly with us. It is interesting to note that Our Lord never turns the volume up... He 

continues to whisper to us. We need to dial out the noise and listen! 

Let’s each of us begin to make time, if we are not already doing so, to listen 

to the voice of Christ and to encounter Him in the unique and special way He comes 

to each of us alone. Then at the end of a day we can truly say, “Yes, today I 

encountered Christ in so many ways- each of them special!” 

 

Pax et bonum, 

Chris Wells, Minister 
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August Meeting:  

12:00 Candidates meet 

1:30 Whole group meets 

 Opening prayers 

 Reflection from Sister Agnes 

2:00 Ongoing formation   

3:00 Break 

3:20 Business meeting 

3:45 Liturgy of the Hours Evening Prayer  

 Closing Prayers 

4:00 Fellowship 

Assignments: 

TBA 

Rosary Decade for Peace: 

Please continue to say one decade of the rosary each day with the mystery you received in May. If you were not able 

to attend the May  meeting, please say a decade of the rosary daily with a mystery of your choice. By doing  this our 

fraternity as a group says a Franciscan Crown Rosary daily for peace in the Middle East and an end to the violence. 

Thank You: 

Thank you to Denny Thiel for a very insightful formation exercise on the Holy Spirit.  

Feast of the Portiuncula: 

This Feast is celebrated on August 2 and is a Solemnity in the Franciscan Order. The Portiuncula (Our Lady of the 

Angels of the Portiuncula) is the place where Franciscanism developed, and where Saint Francis lived and died . It 

was abandoned for a long time and was restored by Saint Francis. It was here that he understood his vocation clearly 

and here that he founded the Order of the Friars Minor (1209) "establishing here his home", St. Bonaventure tells us, 

"because of his reverence for the angels, and of his great love of the Mother of Christ" to whom the little church was 

dedicated. The land and the Chapel were gifted to him by the Benedictines for making it the center of his new reli-

gious family. On 28 March, 1211 Clare, daughter of Favarone di Offreduccio received her religious habit here from 

the hands of Saint Francis and so initiated the Order of the Poor Clares. An indulgence may be gained by Catholics 

on August 2 and/or 15.  

CONDITIONS TO OBTAIN THE PLENARY INDULGENCE OF THE FORGIVENESS OF ASSISI (for oneself 

or for a departed soul) 

 Sacramental Confession to be in God's grace (during the eight days before or after);  

 Participation in the Holy Mass and Eucharist. 

 Visit to a Catholic Church, followed by PROFESSION OF FAITH, in order to reaffirm one's own Christian 

identity;  

 Say the OUR FATHER, in order to reaffirm the dignity as child of God that one received in Baptism;  



 A prayer for the Pope's intention, in order to reaffirm one's membership in the Church, of which the Roman 

Pontiff is the foundation and sign of visible unity.  ~ Franciscan Friars, TOR ~ 

Feast of St. Clare at Bethlehem Monastery: 

August 11 is the Feast of Clare of Assisi and the Poor Clares have several events planned for that Feast. All 

events will take place at the Bethlehem Monastery of the Poor Clares 5500 Holly Fork Rd. Barhamsville, Va. 

August 2-9 Novena in honor of St. Clare - 7:00 pm each evening 

August 10 Vigil Mass for the Feast - 6:30 pm 

August 11 Mass for the Solemnity of St. Clare - 8:00 am 

Visit of Pope Francis: 

As you know our Holy Father will be in Washington, DC September 22, 23, 24. Here are some tips on how 

Catholics can spiritually prepare for the Pope’s trip. 

 Begin by praying for the Holy Father’s visit and for the World Meeting of Families in Philadelphia which 

the Pope will attend. 

 Prayer should also be combined with action to serve the community. 

 Pray as the Pope by using the daily Examen, a prayer written by St. Ignatius and required for each Jesuit to 

say daily. Both at noon and at the end of the day look over the day’s activities to identify the times you have 

felt God’s presence and acknowledge when you have failed to do God’s will. 

 Read something written by Pope Francis. He has written several books as well as his encyclicals. Go to  

      Amazon.com for the list.   

~ Excerpted from the Catholic Standard, Archdiocese of Washington, DC ~ 

Fraternity Ministries: 

Please remember to bring an item to the meeting for either the St. Olaf Food Pantry or the Pineapple Motel. The 

baskets will be at the meeting and any fresh items for the children will be delivered to the Pineapple. Fruit cups 

and fresh fruit are popular with the children at the Pineapple. Thank you for your generosity to both these  min-

istries. 

Amazon Project: 

Please remember your change for the Amazon Relief and the Heifer International Project. In February and 

March we sent $45.00 to Heifer International to buy into a fishery. Thank you, Carol Murphy for heading this 

up. 

Peninsula Pet Pantry: 

The Peninsula Pet Pantry is a nonprofit organization providing temporary pet food, supplies, and veterinarian 

care to pet owners who are facing financial difficulties. Many of these pet owners are elderly or disabled and 

their pet is an emotional support to them. There is also a Pet Pantry in the Williamsburg area that can use  

 



Prayer List: 

Joan Buehler, OFS 

Family of Ed Gerhard, OFS 

Family of Deanne Marshall, OFS 

Family of Carol Folsom, OFS 

Family of Ann Pepper, OFS 

Mother of Margaret Murphy, OFS 

Family of Sister Patricia, LSOFS 

Michael Wilson and family 

Pope Francis’s visit and the World Meeting of Fam-

ilies 

Youth Ministry at St. Jerome 

Our Anniversarians 

Our nation 

Victims of terrorism  

World peace especially in the Middle East 

Families at the Pineapple Inn and St. Olaf Pantry 

Ministries 

Our Fraternity and our Franciscan Family 

Those who have no one to pray for them 

 

 

 

 

 

Deceased: 

Marlin Massey - husband of Barbara Massey, OFS 

Walter Tucker - father of Bea Sanford 

Jack Wells -    brother of Leo Wells, OFS 

Wyn McPhee - fiancé of Annie Pepper, OFS 

Nancy Ullman - sister of Glenn Davis, OFS 

Frances Warren, OFS 

August Dates to Remember: 

2 Our Lady of the Angels of the Portiuncula 

6 Transfiguration of the Lord 

8 St. Dominic 

11 Solemnity of St. Clare of Assisi 

14 St. Maximilian Kolbe 

15 Assumption of Mary (Holy Day of Obligation) 

19 St. Louis 

22 Queenship of Mary 

25 Louis IX, King and patron of the Third Order 

 

 

volunteers. If you are interested in donating or volunteering, contact Carol Folsom <carolfolsom@cox.net> or 

<www.gmhumanesociety>  . 

August Happy Birthdays:  

1 Ed Gerhard 

30 Terry Carlino 

 



 
 

 

 

 

What a great and laudable exchange: 

to leave the things of time for eternity, 

to choose the things of heaven for the goods of earth, 

to receive the hundred-fold in place of one, 

and to possess a blessed and eternal life. 

St. Clare of Assisi ~ 

 


