
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Below is an excellent article by Father Jim Angert, TOR on achieving salvation. The 
Sunday gospels for this cycle address this theme. 

God has promised salvation from that first fateful fall of humanity. God has never 
forsaken us. While salvation is a gift freely given by God, we much choose it, work at 
it, desire it with all our hearts. The gospel use two images that indicate to us that we 
have work cut out for us: a “narrow gate” and locked door. We must squeeze and 
push our way through life if we wish to be saved. We must squeeze out any weakness 
that leads us astray; we must push aside anything that gets between God and us. To 
squeeze and push our way to salvation, we must be strong. What strength is needed 
to enter “through the narrow gate, “ the locked door? The strength that comes from 
living so that the “master of the house” knows us and opens to us. The strength that 
comes from faithfully living “in the kingdom of God.” The strength of conviction in 
following Jesus and seeking his way over our own way. Jesus walks the journey with 
us and shows us the way to what we desire most for our lives—salvation. This 
requires our free response. Every day, let us say Yes to Jesus so that we can be 
growing disciples. We have been given a gift at no cost to us but at a tremendous cost 
to Jesus: the free gift of salvation. How have we shown Jesus how much we 
appreciate that gift? With whom have we shared that gift? Have we told others just 
how much Jesus loves us and how Jesus proved it with his life? Have we welcomed 
the stranger? Have we given food and drink to the hungry and thirsty? Have we 
reached out to those who are suffering, or sick, or grieving to bring about healing 
comfort? Have we shown the love of God to the least of our brothers and sisters? 
John's letters tell us that we must love and that love covers a multitude of sins. This is 
the narrow gate. This is the way to salvation: to love as Jesus loved. Are we strong 
enough  to follow this narrow way?  

Francis and Clare both  had the strength to squeeze through the narrow gate by 
saying “yes” to Jesus  in love even though they had to fight their own desires.  We 
have just celebrated the feast of St. Clare and are preparing for the feast of St. 
Francis. In prayer let us ask them for their help to love as Jesus did! 

 

Pax et bonum, 

Chris Wells 
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Meeting Sunday, September  18: 

We will be meeting at the St. Bede Annex 4551 John Tyler Highway Williamsburg (Five Forks)  

12:00 Candidates meet 

1:30 Whole group gathers 

 Opening prayers 

 Reflection 

1:45 Formation -  Glen . We will discuss a Franciscan approach to current topics. Please also bring a rosary with 

 you. 

2: 45 Break 

3:15 Business meeting 

3:45  LOH 

4:00 Fellowship 

New entrance to St. Bede Annex: 

Please use the entrance on the LEFT SIDE of the building beginning next month. That way if the Candidates are 

meeting in the big room we will not disturb them. The fellowship table will be set up in the hall way outside of the 

big room. 

Thank You: 

Thank you to Leyman Hubbard for a wonderful presentation on the Kairos prison ministry and to Bea Sanford for 

organizing the presentation. 

Donation to St. Joseph Fraternity in Baton Rouge: 

Our fraternity has sent three $100.00 Walmart gift cards to Patsy Burgess the Minister of the St. Joseph fraternity in 

Baton Rouge. Patsy and several other Franciscan brothers and sisters in the group have lost everything in the flood 

and our donation will definitely help them to rebuild. If you would like to contribute privately you can sent gift cards 

to Walmart, Lowes or Home Depot (do not send cash or check)  to: Patsy Burgess 10349 Matherne Place, Denham 

Springs LA 70726. 

St. Joan of Arc Fraternity in Georgia has set up a Flood Victims Fund as a way for helping the OFS members in the 

St. Joseph fraternity as well as other fraternities that may have been affected. NAFRA has already donated $2500.00. 

If  you wish to contribute to this fundraiser please make checks out to NAFRA and note that it is for St. Joan of Arc/

flood victims. NAFRA will forward the money to St. Joan of Arc to purchase gift cards for OFS flood victims. Mail 

these donations to: St. Joan of Arc/Flood Victims c/o Jerry Rousseau OFS 82 Kim St. Blairsville, Ga. 30512 

Feast of St. Francis: 

The Feast of St. Francis is October 4 and we will hold a Transitus the evening of October 3. Glen will be providing 

more information at the next meeting. 

Blessing of the Animals: 

If your parish is blessing the animals for the Feast of St. Francis, Chris will have pet medals and pet prayer holy cards 

at the September meeting for you to pass out at the blessing. 

 



Catholic Men’s and Women’s Conferences: 

The Diocesan Men’s and Women’s Conferences will be held in September. The Men’s will be at the Doubletree 

Hotel in Williamsburg and the Women’s will be at the Crowne Plaza in Richmond. Some parishes are chartering a 

bus for the women’s conference so check with your parish. Leo and Terry will be at the OFS table at the Men’s 

Conference and Chris will represent OFS at the Women’s table. These conferences are very well done and well 

worth a Saturday to attend one. There is also time for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, a meditation chapel with 

Exposition and Mass at 4:00 pm. Please try to attend. Check your parish bulletin for details. 

Advent spirituality: 

It’s early but mark your calendars for Saturday, December 3, 9-12 for our Advent Morning of Spirituality. More 

information will come later. 

Fraternity Ministries: 

Please remember to bring an item to the meeting for either HOPE or the Pineapple Motel. The baskets will be at 

the meeting and any fresh items for the children will be delivered to the Pineapple right away. Fruit cups and fresh 

fruit are popular with the children at the Pineapple. Diapers for older babies, wipes, and personal feminine prod-

ucts are needed at HOPE. Our ministry bank for loose change will also be at the meeting. Thank you for your gen-

erosity to both these  ministries and to Peg, Cindy and Carol for chairing them! 

September Happy Birthdays: 

28 Joan Buehler 

 

Prayer List: 

Joan Buehler, OFS 

Daphne Pritchett, OFS 

Carol Murphy, OFS 

Denny Thiel, OFS 

Chuck Stephan, OFS 

Stephen Link, husband of Sandra Link, OSF 

Family of Ed Gerhard, OFS 

Family of Deanne Marshall, OFS 

Family of Carol Folsom, OFS 

Family of Ann Pepper, OFS 

Family of Sister Patricia, LSOFS 

Katie Murphy daughter of Margaret Murphy, OFS 

Pat Reardon, wife of Paul Reardon 

Michael Wilson and family 

All travelers 

Youth Ministry at St. Jerome 

Our nation 

Victims of terrorism and for world peace especially in 

the Middle East 

Victims of the flooding in Louisiana 

Families at the Pineapple Inn and HOPE  

Our Fraternity and our Franciscan Family 

Our Anniversarians 

Those who have no one to pray for them. 

Deceased: 

Marlin Massey - husband of Barbara Massey, OFS 

Walter Tucker - father of Bea Sanford, OFS 

Jack Wells - brother of Leo Wells, OFS 

Wyn McPhee - fiancé of Anne Pepper, OFS 

Nancy Ullman - sister of Glenn Davis, OFS 

Frances Warren, OFS 

Geraldine Murphy - mother of Margaret Murphy, 

OFS 



 

 

God of wonder and wide-eyed glory, you invite us each, and I at 

this moment, to be your child again - to understand that I am 

your child, to stand under the brilliance of your love and stand in 

the fullness of your care, to find you enfolding me and others in 

this amazing compassion and mercy that is your very self, loving 

God. 

Pick us up and carry us, then set us down so that we might walk 

in your footprints this day, in the footprints of Jesus Christ. Help 

us to celebrate all you have given us, while bringing it as service 

to others. We make this prayer in Christ's name. 

Amen.  

~ Father Dan Riley, ofm ~ 

September Dates To Remember: 

1 Bl. Beatrice Silva 

2 Bl. John Burte, Severin Girault & companions 

4 Rose of Viterbo 

8 Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 

14 Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

17 Stigmata of Our Holy Father Francis (feast) 

18 Joseph of Cupertino (feast) 

20 Francis Mary of Comporosso 

21 St. Matthew 

23 Finding of the body of St. Clare 

26 Elzear of Sabran and Bl. Delphina 

29 Feast of the Archangels 


