
Dear Brothers and Sisters , 

Christmas is coming! Even though we are just beginning Advent, the great joy the 

Church feels at this special feast  will come through the Advent period of waiting and 

preparation. In the Liturgy of the Hours we will soon begin to read the great O 

Antiphons at the Canticle of Mary. Each evening the Church will excitedly call the 

Lord by another of His scriptural names in anticipation of His coming. In the 

readings at Mass one can feel the excitement growing as the waiting period draws to 

a close. 

The Incarnation was a most special feast for Francis. Certainly we can see this in the 

story of the first Christmas manger at Greccio. But more than that, Francis saw the 

great love God has for us in the Incarnation. In Jesus God became what He created. 

He became one with us in His love for us. What an overwhelming thought- that God 

would treasure us so much that He would become one of us and with us in spite of 

our weaknesses and failings! Francis saw the Incarnation as an example of absolute 

spiritual poverty and he saw it in three phases. The Nativity where as a newborn 

Christ is completely at the mercy of others - total poverty; the Crucifixion where 

again Christ, at the mercy of others, meets Sister Death in absolute poverty and 

humiliation and finally in the Eucharist where he comes to us again in humility and 

poverty as a small morsel of bread and wine. Francis adds a fourth dimension in that 

he directs the friars to follow Christ through the gospel. It is in the gospel where we 

will learn how to acquire the absolute poverty that is the face of Christ and to rely on 

him and learn from him all humility. It is in this poverty that we will find the true joy 

of Christ. 

Our world is in dire need of that joy and love which is most necessary to bring about 

peace on earth. Wouldn’t it be a fabulously joyful occurrence if all nations and all 

people in the spirit of Christ’s birth could begin living in harmony with each other on 

Christmas day ?  

May each of you have a blessed Christmas and New Year.  May the joy and peace of 

Christ and St. Francis be yours. 

Pax et bonum, 

Chris Wells, Minister 
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Congratulations and blessings: 

Congratulations again to our three newly professed: Ani Kelly, Bea Sanford, and Cindy Holland. May the joy of en-

countering Christ through the Franciscan Way be with them all their lives! Pictures of their Profession are on the 

website. 

Morning of Spirituality: 

Our Advent Morning of Spirituality will take place on Saturday, December 5 from 9-12 at the St. Bede Annex. The 

Annex is located at Five Forks  - 4551 John Tyler Highway and Carolyn Lawrence will be our presenter. This is a 

great way to begin Advent! Afterwards we will have lunch at Sal’s for those who are able to join us. 

Meeting- Sunday, December 20 

1:30 Whole group meets 

 Opening prayers 

 Packing gift bags for Sister Agnes 

2:15 Ceremony for our Anniversarians and Ongoing Formation   

3:00 Break 

3:20 Business meeting 

3:45 Liturgy of the Hours Evening Prayer  

 Closing Prayers 

4:00 Fellowship 

Ceremony for our Anniversarians: 

As we come to the end of the year we want to celebrate this year’s Anniversarians who have anniversaries of Profession based 

on “five”. Please congratulate them and keep them in your prayers. We will have the ceremony for an Anniversary which is in 

your brown Ritual book so make sure your bring it with you to the meeting.  Our Anniversarians for 2015 are: 

Daphne Pritchett 5    Ann Pepper 20 

Glenn Davis  10   Leo Wells 20 

Joan Buhler  15 

Change of Meeting Place: 

At our business meeting in October we discussed the possibility of using the St. Bede Annex at Five Forks (4551 John Tyler 

Rd.) for our meetings only. St. Michael’s will still remain our “headquarters”. Since we have grown we are running out of 

space at St. Michael’s for full meetings and parking is becoming difficult because of more cars. Please think about this idea and 

we will vote on it at the business portion of our December meeting. 

Fasting for Immaculate Conception: 

Just as on the eve of the Feast of St. Francis, the entire Franciscan family also fasts and abstains on December 7, the eve of the 

Immaculate Conception. Francis had a great devotion to Our Lady as the Mother of Christ and as an integral part of the Incar-

nation. Because of this all Franciscans practice fasting and abstinence in preparation for this great Marian feast. However, for 

seculars it is not sin if you do not fast/abstain.  Please remember that the Feast of the Immaculate Conception is a Holy Day of 

Obligation and all Catholics must attend Mass that day. Our Lady is also the Patroness of the United States and in these turbu-

lent times we need her protection more than ever! 



Prayer List: 

Joan Buehler, OFS 

Daphne Pritchett, OFS 

Family of Ed Gerhard, OFS 

Family of Deanne Marshall, OFS 

Family of Carol Folsom, OFS 

Family of Ann Pepper, OFS 

Family of Sister Patricia, LSOFS 

Tom Bello, OFS 

Daughter of Mary Lou Coffman, OFS 

Michael Wilson and family 

All travelers 

Youth Ministry at St. Jerome 

Our Anniversarians 

Our nation 

Victims of terrorism and world peace especially in   the 

Middle East 

Families at the Pineapple Inn and St. Olaf Pantry Minis-

tries 

Our Fraternity and our Franciscan Family 

Those who have no one to pray for them 

Deceased: 

Marlin Massey - husband of Barbara Massey, OFS 

Walter Tucker - father of Bea Sanford, OFS 

Jack Wells -    brother of Leo Wells, OFS 

Wyn McPhee - fiancé of Anne Pepper, OFS 

Nancy Ullman - sister of Glenn Davis, OFS 

Frances Warren, OFS 

Geraldine Murphy - mother of Margaret Murphy, OFS 

George Willard - father of Deanne Marshall, OFS 

Fraternity Ministries: 

Please remember to bring an item to the meeting for either the St. Olaf Food Pantry or the Pineapple Motel. Christmas is a 

time of real need for the people who are at the Pineapple and those who use the food pantries. The baskets will be at the 

meeting and any fresh items for the children will be delivered to the Pineapple right away. Fruit cups and fresh fruit are pop-

ular with the children at the Pineapple. Thank you for your generosity to both these  ministries. 

Amazon Project: 

Please remember your change for the Amazon Relief and the Heifer International Project. Thank you, Carol Murphy for 

heading this up. 

Peninsula Pet Pantry: 

The Peninsula Pet Pantry is a nonprofit organization providing temporary pet food, supplies, and veterinarian care to pet 

owners who are facing financial difficulties. Many of these pet owners are elderly or disabled and their pet is an emotional 

support to them. There is also a Pet Pantry in the Williamsburg area that can use volunteers. If you are interested in donating 

or volunteering, contact Carol Folsom <carolfolsom@cox.net> or <www.gmhumanesociety>  . 

December Happy Birthdays:    

1 Cindy Holland 

2 Denny Thiel    

6 Bea Sanford 

15 Marie Stephan 

28 Rick Churray 



 

 

 

 

 

 

A Christmas Blessing  

 

God grant you the light of Christmas, 

which is faith ; 

the warmth of Christmas, 

which is purity; 

the righteousness of Christmas, 

which is justice; 

the belief in Christmas, 

which is truth ; 

the all of Christmas, 

which is Christ.  

 

 

 

December Dates To Remember: 

7 Eve of the Immaculate Conception 

8 Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

12 Our Lady of Guadalupe 

15 Bl. Mary Frances Shervier 

25 Feast of the Nativity of Christ 

26 St. Stephen, first martyr 

27 Feast of the Holy Family 

28 Holy Innocents 

 



Sign up Name Item Gender 

Carol Murphy Bath Gel 

21 men  13 women 

Joan Buhler Socks 
21 men 13women 

Peg Crewes Tooth  Brushes 
All - 34 

Bea Sanford Toothpaste 
All -34 

Susan James Safety Razors 
All - 34 

Denny Thiel, Margaret Murphy, 

Donna Kendall Candy 
All - 34 

Terry Carlino Deodorant 
21 men 13 women 

Leo and Chris Wells Christmas Cards 
All - 34 

Chuck and Marie Stephan Shampoo 
21 men 13 women 

Glenda Hines Combs 
All -34 

Maria Fuentes Sherman and 

Sandra Link Hair Brushes 
All  - 34 

Rick Churray and Paul Reardon Hand Lotion 
All -34 

Eileen Murray Shaving Cream 
All - 34 

Karen Coulson Gift Bags and tissue 
All - 34 

Ed Gerhard AA Batteries 
All -34 

Ani Kelly AAA Batteries 
All - 34 
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