
 

Monday, April 30, 2018 

Important Dates: 

5/20 Sr. Julianna —Birthday 

5/20  Meeting — Fr. Walsh Room 

 1:00 Members gather 

 1:30 Opening Prayer 

5/21  Cindy Holland—Birthday 

5/25 Maria Fuentes-Sherman —Birthday 

5/28 Margaret Murphy —Birthday 

Our Lady of the Rosary 

Secular Franciscan Fraternity 

Williamsburg, Virginia 

Minister’s Reflections — Terry Carlino, OFS 

 

     The month of May is very special to the Church. In May the Church 

honors Mary. Not for a day, not for a week, but for a whole month. 

From medieval times  the tradition of Tricesimum, the thirty day de-

votion to Mary, also called the Lady Month came into practice. This 

period was typically held in the fall. In baroque times this practice was 

transferred to May, a period during which new life had been celebrat-

ed from ancient times.Like our father Francis, as Franciscans we 

should hold Mary, our Holy Mother, to the highest veneration. Mary 

is the virgin made Church. We know so because Francis told us so, in 

his most beautiful Salutation of the Blessed Virgin Mary. But what does 

Francis mean by that? 

     For Francis the Church was the place God dwelled. It is the place 

where the wonder of the incarnation of the Son of God is made pre-

sent through the office of the priest in the Eucharist. For Francis Mary 

was also the place where the wonder of the Incarnation occurred. She 

is the locus of God's dwelling place, palace, tabernacle, Church. Thom-

as of Celano states, "He [Francis] embraced the Mother of Jesus with 

inexpressible love, since she made the Lord of Majesty a brother to us. 

"For Francis Mary was the vehicle by which God chose to become visi-

ble in our world. He had a special devotion to her. A devotion he 

passed on to the orders he founded, including ours. So it is very prop-

er that in this month of May. A month devoted to Mary that we, as 

Franciscans spend time honoring Mary. How? Think about adding a 

Marian prayer to your regular daily prayer routine. Pray the Rosary. 

Embrace veneration of our Holy Mother this month. 

A reminder, the following members offered 

to bring these food items for the children at 

the Pineapple Inn on a monthly basis. We also 

collect diapers for infants to 27 lbs. for the 

Hope Baby Care Center  

Food for Pineapple Inn 

Rick C. 2 cans chicken noodle soup  

Karen C. 2 cans split pea soup  

Paul R. 2 cans vegetable beef soup  

Bea S. 1 bag small tangerines  

Donna K. Rice and Beans 

Chuck & Marie S. 1 bag each apples & 

pears  

Maria F. 1 bunch green bananas  

Chris & Leo W.  2 microwave single 

meals  

Carol M. 2 packs fruit cups  

Eileen M. 2 packs pudding cups and 2 

juice boxes 

Peg C. 2 packs small individual cereal 

boxes  

Sandra L. 2 boxes pasta  

Barbara M. & Glenda H. 4 jars pasta sauce  

Ani K.  Raman Noodles 



 

Morning of Spirituality — Vice Minister  Bea Sanford 

As I read the Spring 2018 issue of the Tau magazine, I was struck by the article The Way of Life in 

Fraternity by Mary Anne Lenzi, OFS. Mary Anne gave a voice to my thoughts about our April For-

mation and the sharing that took place as Donna Kendall masterfully led us through Article 1 Dis-

covering the Charism of Francis. Lenz wrote “As a fraternity we voice our struggles and try to help 

each other along the journey because living a Franciscan life in not a singular path. It is a daily ex-

ercise in trying to follow the Gospel in the way of St. Francis. It’s actually not easy. We can’t do it 

alone.” “Joining with brothers and sister, I experience all that a fraternity is called to be: ‘a place of 

support for living the Gospel in the world.’ It is a place where we learn to let go of “me” to experi-

ence the beauty of “we”.  Lenzi reminded me of the importance of our monthly gatherings and that 

when someone isn’t able to be with us, our meeting is a bit diminished by their absence. I am grate-

ful to my sisters and brothers who enhance my life with their presence at our meetings and be-

yond. 

 

Worshipping Together 

A reminder that we have the opportunity to celebrate the Eucharist as members of the Our Lady of 

the Rosary Secular Franciscans at the 11:00 a.m. Mass on the third Sunday of each month at Saint 

Bede Catholic Church.  All members are encouraged to attend this Mass with their family and to 

sit in the reserved section behind the Presiders chairs. Family members are also invited for the fel-

lowship that begins immediately after Mass in the Frank Parater Break Room located across the 

hall from the Father Walsh Conference Room in the DiLoreto Parish Office building on the Saint 

Bede campus. There are currently three pews reserved, if you are unable to make the Mass before 

the monthly gathering, please contact Bea Sanford so she can adjust the seating arrangements ac-

cordingly. We are fortunate to be able provide this witness of our charism and to help increase our 

visibility in the community. Remember, Fraternity comes first. 

Our New Look ! 

If you noticed, our newsletter as a new look. After reading the Tau magazine I decided to up date our news-

letter to reflect the New OFS-USA website that launches on April 30th. This newsletter will now use the 

Palatino Linotype font and the new OFS-USA logo. 

In case you missed it. Here is the link to the new OFS-USA website http://secularfranciscansusa.org/ 

http://secularfranciscansusa.org/


 

Francis of Assisi - The Easter Saint 

The sanctity of Francis of Assisi is a many-splendored thing. He is an EVANGELICAL saint, for he sought to 

imitate Christ by living in a most radical way the perfection of the Holy Gospel.  He is likewise an ECCLE-

SIAL saint, a man who anchored his mission and his teaching in that of the mystical Bride of Christ, the holy 

Catholic Church. Nature-lovers claim Francis of Assisi, the friend and brother of creation, as an ECOLOGI-

CAL saint.  Those involved in dialogue with other religions hail the Sultan-visiting, peace-promoting Francis 

as the model of an ECUMENICAL saint. But can the Poor Man of Assisi, who bore on his body the wounds of 

Jesus Crucified, be rightly called an Easter Saint! 

The Road to Easter  

For St. Francis, the spiritual Easter was not a one-time event, but a journey, a process. Like St. Paul, Francis 

could declare: All I want to know is Christ and the power flowing from His Resurrection! This knowledge 

and power enabled Francis to take the Cross-road which leads to glory: sharing in (Christ’s) sufferings by be-

ing formed into the pattern of His death, Francis hoped that (he) too might attain to the resurrection from the 

dead. (Phil 3:10-11) 

 

The Encounter 

Francis’ road to Easter began with a profound encounter with Jesus Crucified. Praying before the crucifix in 

the church of San Damiano outside Assisi during the first years of his conversion, Francis heard Christ ad-

dress to him the heart-shaking words: Francis, rebuild My house! The future saint felt a mysterious change in 

himself, but he could not describe it. This was the beginning of his spiritual Easter. St. Francis journeyed to 

Easter transformation by contemplating and imitating Jesus in the mysteries of His poverty and humility. Se-

raphic love even compelled the Poor Man to ask Christ to grant him to feel in his body the pains of the Pas-

sion and to feel in his heart the love which urged Christ to die for sinners. 

  

The Icon of the Crucified 

In September 1224, two years before the Seraphic Patriarch’s death, God answered his prayer with the im-

printing of the Sacred Stigmata, making Francis an icon of the Crucified Jesus. Yet, Francis’ immersion in the 

mysteries of the Passion did not make him sad or somber. Rather, the sorrows of the Lord opened Francis to a 

deeper, truer joy. The wounds of Christ’s Passion which the Poor Man bore were in truth signs of spiritual 

resurrection, God visibly confirming Francis’ passage through death to life. 

 

 A New Creation 

The Easter life is new life - life in Christ. Again, and again, the 13th century authors hail St. Francis as the new 

man. In him, new signs of sanctity appear, new prodigies are made manifest. His religious family is a new 

flock in the Church, a new Order, living a new life. Francis proclaimed even in his body that if anyone is in 

Christ, he is a new creature: the former things have passed away. Behold! They are made new! (2 Cor. 5:17) 
 

 
 



 

Francis of Assisi - The Easter Saint (continued) 

And Alleluia is His Song 

Against this backdrop, the Easter references in St. Francis’ writings shine with a new splendor. When compos-

ing his devotional Office of the Cross, the Seraphic Father included a special Office for the Easter season. Yet 

even in the solemn Offices for Holy Week, the thought of Resurrection is present: Arise, my glory! Arise, lyre 

and harp! I will arise at dawn! I have slept and risen and my most Holy Father has received me in glo-

ry. Christ made Francis, the Easter Saint, a singer of the new song of Redemption. In the “Exhortation to the 

Praise of God,” the Poor Man sang as his own the hymn of those who stand before the Throne of God in heav-

en: Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power, glory and honor! His song of Easter triumph is like-

wise that of the Church on earth: This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Conclusion 

St. Francis of Assisi shows what can happen when the grace of Easter becomes effective in a Christian’s life. 

He teaches us that every earthly suffering holds the seed of resurrection. 

From: http://www.poorclares-belleville.info/Fruits/Easter2.htm 

 
 
 

June Fraternity Meeting 

Please note that the June meeting will be 

held on June 10 instead of June 17 so that 

we can be with our family to celebrate Fa-

thers Day. 

OFS-USA  announces the celebration of a Jubilee Year from June 6, 2018 until June 6, 2019 

to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the current OFS Rule. Let’s think of ways that we 

can celebrate as a fraternity! 

Eileen Murray giving her remarks at the Greater 

Hampton Roads Cursillo Closing Ceremony, Sunday, 

April 29th. 

http://www.poorclares-belleville.info/Fruits/Easter2.htm

