
 

Wednesday, October 03, 
Important Dates: 

10/2  Susan James—Birthday 

10/3  Transitus— Fr. Walsh Room 7pm 

10/12  Barbara Massey—Birthday 

10/18  Ann Pepper —Birthday 

10/21   Meeting — Fr. Walsh Room 

 1:00 Members gather 

 1:30 Opening Prayer 

Our Lady of the Rosary 

Secular Franciscan Fraternity 

Williamsburg, Virginia 

The Transitus of St. Francis of Assisi: October 3rd 
 

Each year on the evening of October 3rd the Franciscan family throughout the 

world pauses to celebrate the solemnity of our Holy Father Francis’s Transi-

tus, passing over from this life to the next. In his famous Canticle of the Crea-

tures, the saint from Assisi wrote “Praised be You, my Lord, through our Sister 

Bodily Death, from whom no one living can escape.” That line, written near Fran-

cis’s own embrace of Sister Bodily Death, reflects the importance and natural 

character of death in the life of all creation. Francis was not afraid of what 

would come at the end of his earthly life, choosing instead to recognize in that 

experience, not an end, but a transition from one way of living to another. Br. 

Thomas of Celano recorded an account of that transition, that transitus: 

St. Francis spent the last few days before his death in praising the Lord and teaching 

his companions whom he loved so much to praise Christ with him. He himself, in as 

far as he was able, broke out with the Psalm: I cry to the Lord with my voice; to the 

Lord I make loud supplication. He likewise invited all creatures to praise God and, 

with the words he had composed earlier, he exhorted them to love God. Even death 

itself, considered by all to be so terrible and hateful, was exhorted to give praise, 

while he himself, going joyfully to meet it, invited it to make its abode with him. 

“Welcome,” he said, “my sister death.” (Celano, Second Life.) 

 

When the hour of his death approached, Francis asked that all of the brothers 

living with him be called to his death bed and softening his departure with 

consoling words, he encouraged them with fatherly affection to love God. He 

spoke of patience and poverty and of being faithful to the Holy Roman 

Church, giving precedence to the Holy Gospels before all else. He then 

stretched his hands over the brothers in the form of a cross, a symbol that he 

loved so much, and gave his blessings to all followers, both present and ab-

sent, in the power and in the name of the Crucified. (St. Bonaventure, Major 

Life.) 

 

Every year on the third evening of October, Franciscans ritually remember the 

passing of Francis of Assisi from this life into God as a reminder to renew our 

own commitment to follow Christ in the way of the poor man of Assisi. A key 

part of the celebration is to read and reflect upon the Gospel passage the Fran-

cis asked his brothers to read aloud, gathered at his death bed. The brothers 

read the Gospel passage from the Mass of the Last Supper, Holy Thursday. 

This reading from the Gospel according to John (John 13:1-17), where Jesus 

washes the feet of his disciples, provided a glimpse into the Gospel Life that 

the little, poor man from Assisi sought to live, and which we his spiritual heirs 

have inherited. At the heart of the reading stands the example of so-called 

servant leadership modeled by Jesus Christ Himself. 

A reminder, the following members offered 

to bring these food items for the children at 

the Pineapple Inn on a monthly basis. We also 

collect diapers for infants to 27 lbs. for the 

Hope Baby Care Center  

Food for Pineapple Inn 

Rick C. 2 cans chicken noodle soup  

Karen C. 2 cans split pea soup  

Paul R. 2 cans vegetable beef soup  

Bea S. 1 bag small tangerines  

Donna K. Rice and Beans 

Chuck & Marie S. 1 bag each apples & 

pears  

Maria F. 1 bunch green bananas  

Chris & Leo W.  2 microwave single 

meals  

Carol M. 2 packs fruit cups  

Eileen M. 2 packs pudding cups and 2 

juice boxes 

Peg C. 2 packs small individual cereal 

boxes  

Sandra L. 2 boxes pasta  

Barbara M. & Glenda H. 4 jars pasta sauce  

Ani K.  Raman Noodles 



Reflections from the Vice Minister/Acting Secretary — Vice Minister  Bea Sanford 

A number of comments at our recent meeting addressed how we are called to be a witness for 

Christ and how you never know who you are touching by your actions. I have the privilege of be-

ing a JOY Minister at Saint Bede Catholic Church and recently went to Ford’s Colony to bring the 

Eucharist to some of our parishioners. As I was waiting to get through security, the guard asked if I 

was going to be there for a few days or just the day. I replied 1 day and explained that I 

was bringing Communion to some of their residents. This thirty-something lady looked at me and 

said "That is really nice”.  It was obvious that she is Catholic and was surprised to learn that many 

of us have the honor of bringing the Eucharist to keep our parishioners connected to their faith. Go 

and be the instruments that God created us to be. It really is easier than you think.  
 

News from the National Executive Council OFS- USA  

Vocations Tool Kit 

The National Council now has a Vocations Tool Kit on their website. The tool kit includes an introductory 

document, prayer cards, Come and See session outline, customizable promotional brochure with amazing 

graphics, a “Come and See” PowerPoint presentation including talking points, some testimonial questions, 

and more! 

2018 Chapter—Save the Date 

The 2018 National Fraternity Chapter (NAFRA 2018) will be held in St. Louis, MO., at the St. Louis Airport 

Renaissance (Home of the 2016 Q). Chapter begins with dinner on Tuesday, Oct. 9 and ends on Sunday 

morning, Oct. 14. 

2021 Quinquennial (Q) 

The location and date for the 2021 Quinquennial Congress is set. It will be held at the Sheraton Grade Hotel 

in Phoenix , Arizona. Arrival date is Wed., August 18, 2021. Departure is Sunday, August 22, 2021.  

New Documentary on St. Francis Will Feature OFS Members 

Friar Dave Pivonka, TOR is working on a documentary called “A Sign of Contradiction—The Story of St. 

Francis.” Friar Dave recently contracted Jan Parker requesting names of OFS members who he could inter-

view to be part of this documentary, and Jan provided him with the names of previous OFS JPIC award win-

ners. From what has been seen so far, this will be a great promotional video—not only telling the story of St. 

Francis, but the story of Franciscans in today’s world.  



Upcoming Events 

Each year our fraternity commemorates the Transitus 

of St. Francis of Assisi by gathering with the Little Sis-

ters of Saint Francis of Assisi for a special liturgy. This 

year is no exception. We will gather in the Father 

Walsh Conference Room at Saint Bede Catholic 

Church (our regular meeting place) on Wednesday, 

October 3 at 7:00 p.m. Please an to bring a dish to 

share at the Pot Luck that follows.  

The Feast Day of Saint Francis of Assisi is fast approaching!!! To once again give your pets an ex-

traordinary gift by celebrating this special feast day, please join Deacon Francis Roettinger and the 

Blessing of the Animals team at Saint Bede Catholic Church on Thursday, October 4 beginning at 

6:00 p.m. Deacon Francis will greet and bless every one of your pets. All attendees will receive a 

Saint Francis holy card. See you there – rain or shine! 

Karen Coulson will be at the 7:00 a.m. Mass at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church on Thursday, 

October 4. This Mass is being celebrated in honor of the members of our fraternity. All are welcome 

to join her. 

The 54 day Novena for Our Nation concludes with Rosary Coast to Coast featuring hundreds of 

Rosary Rallies across the country on the October 7 Feast of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary.  Rosary 

Coast to Coast is anchored by the 3rd annual National Rosary Rally on October 7 at the US Capitol, 

headlined by speakers comprised of nationally known Catholic clergy and laypeople. You can join 

the local effort at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel  620 Old Dominion Rd Yorktown VA 23692  Contact 

Janice Guerra at sherwood@kelvinic.com. 



 
 

Franciscan Saints for October – Month of the Holy Rosary and the Holy Angels 

 

1. Bl. Nicolas of Forca, Priest, religious of the Third-Order Regular, d. 1449  

2. Bl. Antoine Chevrier, Priest, religious of the Third-Order Regular, d. 1879  

3. St. Therese of the Infant Jesus, Patron of France; St. Marie-Joseph Tossello, Virgin, Franciscan 

Third Order Secular, d. 1880  

4. Solemnity of our Seraphic Father St. Francis, d. 1226 

5. Commemoration of the establishment of the 3 Orders/ Blessed Felicia Meda, Order of Poor 

Clares, d. 1444  

6. St. Mary Frances of the Five Wounds, Virgin, Franciscan Third Order Secular 

7. Feast of the Holy Rosary  

8. St. Bridget of Sweden, Virgin, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1373  

9. Bl. Marie-Angele Truszkowska, Virgin, religious of the Third-Order Regular, d. 1899  

10.St. Daniel and Companions, Religious of the Franciscan First-Order, Martyrs, d. 1227  

11. Feast of the Divine Maternity of Our Lady  

12. St. Seraphin of Montegranaro, lay brother, Capuchin religious, d. 1604  

13. Bl. Pacifique de Valence, lay brother, Capuchin religious, martyr 1936  

14. St John of Dukla, Priest, religious of the Franciscan First Order, martyr 1936 

15. Bl. Sebastien de Jesus, lay brother, religious of the Franciscan First-Order, d. 1734  

16. Bl. Anicet de Dbrzno, Priest, Capuchin religious, martyr, 1941  

17. Bl. Balthassar of Chiavari, Priest, religious of the Franciscan First-Order, d. 1490  

18. Bl. James of Strepar, Bishop, religious of the Franciscan First-Order, d. 1409 

19. St. Peter of Alcantara, Priest, religious of the Franciscan First-Order, d. 1512 

20. Bl. Contardo Ferrini, Confessor, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1902  

21. Bl. Martyrs of Polonais, d. 1941-42  

22. Bl. John Baptist Bullaker, Priest, religious of the Franciscan First-Order, martyr 1642  

24. Bl. Josephine Leroux, Virgin, the Franciscan 2nd-Order; a "Poor Clare" sister, martyr 1794  

25. Bl. Maria Veronica Masia Ferragut, Bl. Maria Felicidad Masia Ferragut, and Bl. Jesus Masia Fer-

ragut, Virgins, Capuchin religious, Martyrs 1936  

26. Bl. Martyrs of the War of Spain, 1936-37  

27. Bl. Bonaventure of Potenza, Priest, Conventual religious, d. 1711  

29. Bl. Thomas of Florence, lay brother, religious of the Franciscan First-Order, d. 1447  

30. Bl. Angelo of Acre, Priest, Capuchin religious, d. 1739  

31. Bl. Christophe de Cahors, Priest, religious of the Franciscan First-Order, d. 1272 

 

 

 


